1592J     Can a Heretic be King of France ?     225

which English and Spaniards consulted rather their
own interests than those of their native allies.

In Languedoc also the League had been unable to
hold their own against the Duke of Montmorency
\vithout foreign help, and a small Spanish army of
4,000 men garrisoned Toulouse.

The Duke of Savoy, who had crossed the frontier
as the champion of orthodoxy, was making rapid pro-
gress in Provence; he had been received with royal
honours by the Parliament of Aix, had entered Mar-
seilles and scarcely concealed the ambitious hope of
reconstructing the Burgundian kingdom, a name
applied at different times to states of very various
extent, but embracing at least Provence, Dauphin^
and the country between the Saoneand Jura as well
as Savoy and much of south-western Switzerland.

On all sides the neighbours of France were pre-
paring to divide the spoils of the expiring monarchy,
while the Spaniard was determined that the lion's
share should be his.

The death of Sixtus V. (August 27, 1590), violent
fanatic though he was, and the election of Gregory
XIV. added to the difficulties of Henry IV. For
Sixtus, though he hated heresy much, hated Spain
more. Not long before his death he had been heard
to say that Elizabeth of England and Henry of Na-
varre were the only sovereigns living to whom, had
they not been heretics, he would have disclosed
the great projects he meditated, and he had not con-
cealed his displeasure that his legate Caetano allowed
himself to be the tool of the Spanish faction in Paris.
One of the most ardent preachers of the League an-